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attributable to human activity on this planet, 
has passed. America must lead the global ef-
fort with a national global warming policy. We 
can no longer sit and reap the benefits of fos-
sil fuels without mitigating the negative effects 
they are having on our planet and our way of 
life. We cannot, we must not, leave this one 
up to our children. 

It is now the moment in time when we must 
create a policy to address global warming. To 
that end, my good friend and colleague from 
Wisconsin, Mr. TOM PETRI, who was also 
present at the meeting this morning, have de-
veloped a comprehensive greenhouse gas 
emissions control bill. We introduced the Keep 
America Competitive Global Warming Act dur-
ing the 109th Congress and are currently mak-
ing minor changes to the legislation for reintro-
duction in the coming weeks. Our legislation 
will put our country on the path to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, while not jeopard-
izing American competitiveness, American 
jobs, and the American economy. 

The bill is an economy-wide, upstream, cap- 
and-trade policy that covers all greenhouse 
gas emissions. However, to provide some cer-
tainty to the economy, the bill provides for an 
unlimited number of additional ‘‘safety valve’’ 
allowances. This safety valve provision pro-
vides cost-certainty to industry and will help 
ensure that this policy will not result in eco-
nomic harm. We believe it is better to have a 
policy that works slowly yet surely rather than 
one that might prove economically unwork-
able. Many companies, including some who 
were present at this morning’s meeting, have 
expressed the need for a safety valve in any 
mandatory greenhouse emissions control leg-
islation. 

Some of the other key provisions of this leg-
islation include the creation of an Advanced 
Research Projects Agency at the Department 
of Energy to explore the truly out-of-the-box, 
high-risk, high-payoff research that will be nec-
essary if we are to get to a low or no carbon 
dioxide and greenhouse gas world. Techno-
logical advancement hold the key to the long- 
term solution of global warming. Our bill also 
includes resources for workers, entities and lo-
calities who may be negatively impacted by 
this policy. Also, Madam Speaker, to address 
concerns about American competitiveness, our 
legislation ensures that the United States will 
not be put at a competitive disadvantage rel-
ative to developing countries or countries not 
taking actions comparable to ours to stem 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Madam Speaker, the message we hear 
from scientists is clear, we must act imme-
diately to stop global warming. We must do 
so, however, in a responsible manner that 
does not cost American competitiveness and 
American jobs. Mr. PETRI will soon be reintro-
ducing our reasonable, certain, and efficient 
global warming legislation. Please join us in 
combating one the most pressing issues fac-
ing our country today. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 45 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SARBANES) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God Almighty, the floor of this 
Chamber, the courts of our land and 
the tribunals of peace, as well as the 
everyday decisions of corporate Amer-
ica, cannot live on megabytes, lest the 
hunger for true justice and holiness be-
come a famine covering the whole 
Earth. 

Help Your people to turn their atten-
tion to the deeper truths that will 
guide nations and unite peoples in com-
passion and respect for fully living in 
the present moment. 

Do not allow us to argue against the 
truth, rather, give us a proper sense of 
our own ignorance; never be ashamed 
to admit our mistakes, nor swim 
against the wide current of common 
sense. 

Never let us be the doormat for a fool 
or seek favor with the powerful. In-
stead, strengthen us to fight to the 
death for truth. For then You, Lord 
God, will fight on our side now and for-
ever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
DAVIS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MAKING ADOPTION TAX RELIEF 
PERMANENT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, I introduced a bill 
that will make permanent the $10,000 
adoption tax credit which is set to ex-
pire in 2010. 

As the father of an adopted son, as a 
former attorney handling adoptions, 
and as a member of the Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption, I know first-
hand the challenges and rewards adop-
tion brings. 

The adoption process can be mentally 
and procedurally exhausting. Families 
should not be overwhelmed with finan-
cial burdens as well. We should offer 
incentives, not penalties, to those 
making this commitment. 

I am proud to sponsor this bill and 
pleased that 46 of our colleagues, in-
cluding Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman CHARLES RANGEL, have 
joined me as co-sponsors. This legisla-
tion is necessary to promote adoption 
and foster the creation of happy homes. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

PENSION-KILLING BILL FALLS 
SHORT 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, today the 
House will consider legislation to kill 
the pensions of Members of Congress 
convicted of a felony. 

Amazingly, lawmakers who broke the 
law collect taxpayer-funded pensions 
after conviction. Rostenkowski col-
lects after mail fraud; Traficant col-
lects after corruption; Cunningham 
collects after bribery; and Ney collects 
after conspiracy. 

Today’s bill is a step forward, but 
blocks pensions for only four felonies: 
bribery, being a foreign agent, con-
spiracy to defraud, and perjury. The 
key story is what is missing. 

Our House leadership presented a 
bill, but banned an amendment that 
would add 17 public corruption felonies 
to the list. Under today’s unamended 
bill, Congressmen would still get a pen-
sion if convicted of income tax inva-
sion, wire fraud, intimidation to secure 
contributions, and racketeering. 
Speaker PELOSI voted for these tougher 
reforms in 1996, but appears to have 
changed her mind. 

Mr. Speaker, I will support the bill 
before the House because it is the re-
sult of reform-minded Members like me 
who brought it to the floor, but it does 
fall 17 felonies short of the reforms 
needed to fully clean up this House. 

f 

SHRINKING MILITARY IS GETTING 
BIGGER 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, disturbing 
news: the U.S. military is smaller in 
size than any time in the last 50 years 
and continues to shrink, according to 
USA Today. But those who apply are 
larger than ever. 

Only 1.4 million people wear the mili-
tary uniform; 95 percent of those are 
Reservists and National Guard troops. 
So the number of full-time military 
troops is small considering 300 million 
people live in the U.S. So why the 
shrinking military? One reason, more 
Americans do not qualify. To be in the 
best military in the world one must be 
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